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A reason many of the gardens are more
muted in colour than they might have
been is that their plant content was
fixed (and paid for) in expectation of a
Chelsea held in May. Jonathan Snow’s
Trailfinders’ Garden, an evocation
of the Himalayas at an altitude of
6,5001t-13,000ft, would have looked
very different had his large, dominant,
pink-flowered rhododendrons been in
bloom. Probably they would have been
visible from Battersea Power Station.
Instead, they are green and shadowy,
and his garden has gained mystery and
atmosphere because of it.

In fact, it is quite magical ducking
through their exposed trunks to dis-
cover water trickling over rocks and
flowing in rills across stone paths, and
to enjoy the patterns of creeping rubus,
hairy Bergenia ciliata and other ever-
green foliage on the slopes. I love this
sort of exotic woodland gardening, and
I am freshly inspired to add more late-
flowering eye-catchers among my own
ferns and hellebores - especially the
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TRAILFINDERS SHOW GARDEN - GOLD MEDAL

broad-leaved roscoeas, yellow Cautleya
Spicata, and hedychiums (all from the
‘ginger family) on display here, which
have such presence and panache. Apart
from hydrangeas, the shady parts of
many gardens are pretty quiet at this
time of year, and they don’t need to be.
Scrumptiously scented, and dodgily
hardy, Hedychium gardnerianum is the
species featured in the Trailfinders’
Garden, but there are more varieties
inside the Great Pavilion on the Plant
Heritage exhibit. Manning it is Andrew
Gaunt, who works for Defra by day and
tends his national collection of 250 dif-
ferent sorts of hedychium by night —
well, evenings and weekends.
He tells me that two of the best and
hardiest species for semi-shade are H,.
JSorrestii and H. spicatum, so that is
where I shall start. -




